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the case of the "driver" mutation KIT-D816Y. Gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GISTs) are the most
common mesenchymal tumors of the gastrointestinal tract. Recently, KIT mutations have been
identified as the major cause of GISTs. Since both KIT and its ligand kitl play a major role in the
immune system, it was the aim of this study to unravel T cell immunity in GISTs regarding KIT-
mutations. Peripheral blood mononuclear cells from 36 GIST patients as well as 20 individuals
without cancer were tested for granzyme B, perforin, and IFNγ in response to autologous tumor
cells, exposed or not with 150 mM potassium chloride (KCl) or
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